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COVID-19 IN-PERSON POLICY 

 

LESSONS: Lessons will continue to be scheduled at 30 minute increments and lesson tuition will remain the same. 

In-person lessons take place at instructor Kathy Cooney’s GCMS studio located at 509 Chee Ct, Kettering, OH 

45429. All GCMS teachers will be using only this location for in-person lessons.  

 

ARRIVAL: Upon arrival to the GCMS in-person studio, wait in your car until your teacher is ready to start your lesson. 

Please do not wait at the door or touch the door/doorknob. Your teacher will walk the student from the car into 

the studio. Only the student who is having a lesson will be allowed to enter the studio. Exceptions to this will be 

made at the teacher’s discretion for students with special circumstances. In that event, only one parent will be 

allowed to enter with the student during their lesson time. No siblings or other family members will be permitted to 

wait inside during lesson time.  

 

STUDENT AREA: In order to minimize the amount of cleaning to be done by your teacher between lessons, do not 

touch doors, handles, walls, etc. while you are in the studio.  Your teacher will open any doors for you. The studio 

room will have a taped off area with a keyboard for student use only. There will be hand sanitizer at the 

keyboard for student use, and students will be instructed to sanitize their hands before touching the 

keyboard. Teachers will use a separate piano from students. 

 

METHOD BOOKS: Students will be responsible for bringing their own music and pencils to lessons and will not be 

allowed to use the teacher’s books, pencils or materials. Students will be responsible for writing down lesson 

assignments in their assignment notebook, or your teacher will email lesson assignments. Instructions will be given 

by your teacher during the in-person lesson.  Your teacher will not touch your music or notebook. If you forget your 

music, your teacher may opt not to have the lesson and no credit will be given.  

 

CLEANING: The studio will be disinfected after each lesson with the exception of back-to-back students that are in 

the same household. All surfaces touched by the student during the lesson (student area, keyboard, etc.) will be 

wiped down with an FDA approved disinfectant during the last 5 minutes of the lesson time.  Soft surfaces will be 

sprayed with a disinfectant spray in between students. Cleaning times will vary depending on how many surfaces 

the student touches. Single use gloves will be worn by teachers during cleaning. 

 

SOCIAL DISTANCING: Whenever possible, we will do our best to maintain a 6-foot social distance, however, there 

are times that in-person music instruction requires physically touching a student’s hands or arms to demonstrate 

proper technique. In these events, teachers will put on single-use gloves or, in the event that gloves are not 

available, will use hand sanitizer before and after.  

 

MASKS: Masks or face shields will be worn by GCMS teachers at all times during lessons. Students will not be 

required to wear a mask, but are encouraged to if they are able to tolerate it. 

 

BATHROOM USE: Bathroom use will not be permitted during in-person lessons (under any circumstances). Please 

be sure to use the bathroom prior to arriving at the studio. If you need to use a bathroom while you wait for your 

child, Town and Country Kroger is a minute away. 



 

ILLNESS: If the student is showing ANY signs of illness OR if anyone in the student's household has a fever or any 

other COVID-19 symptoms, do not have an in-person lesson that day. Notify your teacher, and if the student is 

feeling well enough, please have the lesson online during the student's regular time instead.  If the student is too 

sick to have a lesson, please follow the policy as stated in the 2020 Handbook under “Illness”. Any student who 

arrives with any of the symptoms listed below, will not be allowed inside the studio and will not be given a 

makeup or a credit for the lesson time.  

 

 Fever or chills 

 Cough 

 Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

 Fatigue 

 Muscle or body aches 

 Headache 

 New loss of taste or smell 

 Sore throat 

 Congestion or runny nose 

 Nausea or vomiting 

 Diarrhea 

 

CANCELLATIONS/MAKEUPS:  Each teacher will be giving in-person lessons only on designated days to minimize 

scheduling conflicts, the number of areas to be disinfected and the travel back and forth between studios. If you 

cannot make your in-person lesson time, refer to the 2020 Handbook under “Cancellations/Makeups”.  An in-person 

designated makeup day will be offered once a month either as a makeup Saturday or another day TBD. However, if 

you cannot reschedule on an in-person designated day/makeup day, you will need to do your makeup lesson online. 

If you choose not to do a makeup online, no additional credits will be given for the missed lesson. 

 

WAIVER: In order to be allowed to begin in-person lessons, parents will be required to sign and return the waiver 

below. Signed waivers must be received PRIOR to arriving at the first in-person lesson. Waivers will not be accepted 

at the lesson. ALL signed waivers must be returned either by email to gemcitymusicstudio@gmail.com OR by mail 

to 2100 E David Rd, Dayton, OH 45440.  

 

 

We are excited to reopen our in-person instruction, but will do so cautiously for the safety of our teachers, students, 

and their families.  GCMS will be returning to in-person lessons in stages as stated below: 

 

Stage 1 will begin in July with the students of Kathy Cooney only.  

Stage 2 will begin in September and will be offered to students of Rebecca James who have been unable to or will 

be unable to continue online lessons for a variety of reasons.  

Stage 3 will begin in October and will be offered to anyone else in the studio who would prefer to be in-person.  

 

This is the current plan to reopen in-person instruction, but we will continue to monitor COVID-19 numbers and 

state guidelines and make any adjustments necessary. Families will be notified in writing of any changes or 

adjustments. Online lessons will continue to be an option for all students going forward for as long as families 

would like. We do encourage students to continue online lessons throughout the fall or until COVID-19 numbers 

subside in the Dayton area if possible. Please direct all questions or concerns regarding our return to in-person 

lesson to me, and I will be more than happy to address them. Thank you for your support, flexibility, and 

understanding during this time. 

 

Musically yours,   

Rebecca James  

Owner 
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COVID-19 LIABILITY RELEASE WAIVER 

 

The World Health Organization has declared the Coronavirus (COVID-19) a worldwide pandemic. Due to its 

capacity to transmit from person-to-person through respiratory droplets, the state has set recommendations, 

guidelines, and some prohibitions to which Gem City Music Studio (GCMS) complies. 

In consideration of my participation with in-person lessons, the undersigned acknowledge and agrees to the 

following (initial at each item): 

_______I am aware of the risk in visiting the studio and my participation with in-person lessons at GCMS 

that may cause injury or illness including, but not limited to Influenza, MRSA, or COVID-19 that may lead to 

paralysis or death. I am aware of the risk of contracting illnesses including, but not limited to Influenza, 

MRSA, and COVID-19 by visiting the studio and participating with in-person lessons at GCMS and that these 

illnesses may lead to paralysis or death. 

_______I have not, nor have any member(s) of my household, experienced symptoms relating to COVID-19 

or any communicable disease within the last 14 days to include fever, chills, cough, shortness of 

breath/difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, new loss of taste/smell, sore throat, 

congestion or runny nose, nausea/vomiting or diarrhea and am currently not exhibiting any other 

symptoms. 

 
_______I have not, nor have any member(s) of my household, traveled by sea or by air, internationally 

within the past 30 days. 

_______I have not, nor have any member(s) of my household, visited any area within the United States 

that has been identified as a  COVID-19 “hot spot” by state or local governments, in the last 30 days.  

_______I have not, nor have any member(s) of my household, been diagnosed to be infected of COVID-19 

virus within the last 30 days. 

_______ If I, or any member of my family, experience any of the aforementioned symptoms, visit a COVID-

19 “hot spot”, and/or receive a positive COVID-19 test result at a later date, I will not attend in-person 

lessons for a period of fourteen (14) days. 

Following the pronouncements above I hereby declare the following (initial at each item): 

_______I am fully and personally responsible for my own and my child’s safety and actions while they are 

at GCMS during in-person lessons and I recognize that I/my child may be at risk of contracting COVID-19. 

_______With full knowledge of the risks involved, I hereby release, waive, discharge GCMS, its teachers, 

other GCMS families, and any contractors servicing the GCMS facilities and assigns from any and all 

liabilities, claims, demands, actions, and causes of action whatsoever, directly or indirectly arising out of or 

related to any loss, damage, injury, or death, that may be sustained by me related to COVID-19 while 



participating in any activity while in, on, or around the premises or while using the facilities that may lead 

to unintentional exposure or harm due to COVID-19. 

_______I agree to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless GCMS from and against any and all costs, 

expenses, damages, lawsuits, and/or liabilities or claims arising whether directly or indirectly from or 

related to any and all claims made by or against any of the released party due to injury, loss, or death from 

or related to COVID-19. 

 

By signing below I acknowledge that I have read the foregoing Liability Release Waiver and understand its 
contents; that I am at least eighteen (18) years old and fully competent to give my consent; that I have been 
sufficiently informed of the risks involved and give my voluntary consent in signing it as my own free act and 
deed; that I give my voluntary consent in signing this Liability Release Waiver as my own free act and deed 
with full intention to be bound by the same; and that I am free from any inducement or representation. 

By signing this waiver, you also agree that you and your child(ren) acknowledge and accept your/their 
responsibilities, understand, and agree to all terms in the studio COVID-19 IN-PERSON POLICY 

including all fees, cancellations, and makeup policies. Failure to adhere to the term above will result in a 

discontinuation of in-person lessons. Please sign and return both pages of this waiver.   

 

This waiver will remain effective until laws and mandates relevant to COVID-19 are lifted. 

 

_____________________________________     _________________________ 

Parent/Guardian (Print)       Date 

 

_____________________________________     _________________________ 

Parent/Guardian (Sign)       Date 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________   

Student(s) enrolled 

 


